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1am the SUI)crilllendent from TreUt1~~;~tti..·· '~tr'~~)s~ and·f~.~tit.~~~~~press my grati.tude fOt~ actions
you have taken to ensure tbat all scl\~lld~Slnctb"ill h!lv.e alTofaa~le ~4i~ the Informatlon Superhighway.

tj; 1: ;~>;~':r.""· <·.Z::~··.: :..;... ~J;-\ ;.,.. '{\

Educalors in Ollr system arc very~.a~~{prq,4iutl th4I~~tu·~hcl1lorrow. The
TelecOllUl1unicali~t\s Act ~d the l~~r~(-:St~(e Jp~l1~ .u~a«t ~l'.~·:~;l~+tee that a1~ sc~l distriets ~1l
hav~ the opporntmty to connecl to ~~~ ·trten\~d"d> tn ~tt~, befAb~·to ~ue to provide dlStanee-IoamU\l
?ppcr~tnitie~. It 1S important to briri~\~Cs~'~e#lfes dir~dYI;~b t}l~ ~~.sr~ where students learn. Thus, your
inClUSIOn t>f Internal classroom coMe<m9ns (Qt clJsC:Qunt_ts.c~a~;·.. .//

,.(t;i:.. ,~ .... ~ ':. ",,"," ..'~'., .' t' .j:'::'/ ..

We currently have one dial·in connection iC:i.th~ Intern~af \~P o{.out: three schools. Needless to say, we eannot
meet tbe needs of all our students with this liiiiitcd.atcess.~ThCSc·dlscounts would allow us to provide the
wonderful resources available on me Information S~Pcriughway to is greater nwnbers of students, a benefit
tnagnilied by our inaccessibility to more traditional resources that are available to schools in more populated
parts ofour state.

Tho Honorable Susan Ness, Connnissioncr
Federal Communioations Commission
1919 M Street. NW. Room 844
Washington, DC 20334

April 24. t997

Our stud~'1lts need deep discounts for toleconununications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the
Join1 Board's disco\mt plan for univorsal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~fkJo.l~
Gary 1. Walden
Superintendent
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April 22, 1997

MAY 1 1997,
Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communicatio.DS Conunission. .
1919 M S\reetNW
Washington. DC 20554

RF.: CC DUl.:ket No. 96-45

Dear COllunissioner Ness:

WE are faculty and staff from BfRf!.Y £'L.EtvJEllfltttn Maryland. We are writing in
support of the Universal Service discounts for schoJis Md libraries that have been
recotnn\ended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommuni~ntions Acl and the Joint Board discount plan will guaranteed that even
the poores\. schools will.have the opportunitY to connect to the Internet Qlld provide
distancc.learnins opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all OUT

schools, and. importantly, the plan will bring services directly \0 the classroom whele
students learn. Your inclusion of internal cla.~l:jroom connections for discount is vital.
This pJiU"I is essential for pn.1J'<Uing th\: workforce of\omorrow.

Our studcnt~ need deep discounts ror telecommunications services this year. We urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's di5COunt plan for universaJ scrvicc!\ for sc:hooJ~

and libraries.

Thank you.
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STROUDSBURG AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
123 Linden Street

Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 18360

Telephone 717-421-1990 FAX 717-424-5986

LS. PJ n-t: Z. /17 Hdl1., W

03A130::Hl

Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

April 18, 1997 MAY' 1997

Tam a Director ofTechnology from the Stroudsburg Area School District and I would like to
thank yo:! for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have a affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Intemet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where students leam. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

One of the goals of our long range technology plan is to provide students with access to the global
community. Discounts provided by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 will lessen the financial burden
on school districts in providing this most important 'communications medium.

On behalf of the Stroudsburg Area School District, I wish to thank you for your continued support
in this endeavor.

Sincerely yours, pJ j) /)

~-~
Richard W. Clark
Director ofTechnology

cc:Patricia Tancredi
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~ucia .Jlar UnilieJ Sckool ~iAtrict

602 ORCHARD ST. • ARROYO GRANDE. CA 9342i=-
(805) 473-4390. FAX (805) 481-1398 ~

~

April 21, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RR: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997

I am writing to urge you in the strongest possible terms to vote positively for the
federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program, which is coming before the FCC
for a decision in early May.

The obvious, increased need for better technology in our school systems, especially in
terms of basic access to the Internet, is straining local school budgets. We are continually
struggling to find the means to adequately support the onslaught of electronic
communications. The "E-Rate" program could be a partial solution. It would positively
impact thousands of our students in an area where training is now of paramount importance,
if graduates are to compete in an increasingly complex world.

This seems to me a most sensible expenditure of federal funds from a government that
has specifically called for increased communications literacy in the classroom. Please do all
you can to see that this program is implemented.

Sincerely,

~~~((
Carol Harvey
President
Board of Education

CH:sk
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kia mar Unified Schoo! ;Did/riel
602 ORCHARD ST.• ARROYO GRANDE, CA 93420

(805) 473-4300 FAX (805) 481-1398

ARROYO GRANDE NIPOMO GROVER BEACH OCEANO PISMO BEACH

MAY 1 1997

April 21, 1997

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RR: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to urge you in the strongest possible terms to vote positively for the
federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program, which is coming before the FCC
for a decision in early May.

The obvious, increased need for better technology in our school systems, especially in
terms of basic access to the Internet, is straining local school budgets. We are continually
struggling to find the means to adequately support the onslaught of electronic
communications. The "E-Rate" program could be a partial solution. It would positively
impact thousands of OUf students in an area where training is now of paramount importance,
if graduates are to compete in an increasingly complex world.

This seems to me a most sensible expenditure of federal funds from a government that
has specifically called for increased communications literacy in the classroom. Please do all
you can to see that this program is implemented.

Sincerely,

JKB:sk



Ontario-Montclair
School District
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JAMES DOWNS CQ,Cj&--l{'5'
PTtsident
DOREEN McDANIEL
Vice President

'" f',,(~~ERT HARDY
~lCM-k

DAVID VAN FL.EeT
Member

PAUL VINCENT AVILA
Member

950 West D Street, Ontario, California 91762 • (909) 459-2502, Ext. 4445 • FAX (909) 459-2542

April 21, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Ness:

FRANK A, COSCA, &LD,
Superintendent

MAY 1 1997

It is so very evident in this day and age that telecommunication service is an absolute necessity in the
educational dream ofthe future. The potential ofimplementing the Telecommunication Act of 1996
would be significant to our district.

The Ontario-Montclair School District is considered to be an impoverished district and would
therefore, be a considerable benefactor should the Telecommunications Act be approved.

Such passage will allow our young people the opportunity to become appreciably more involved with
the concept in question. It is our thrust to provide as great an exposure as is possible.

Without doubt, any youngster having this opportunity to become familiar with and embrace
telecommunications will be much better prepared to succeed in this era.

Your positive response will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Robert Hardy, Clerk
Board ofTrustees

Learning Today - Leading Tomorrow
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MAY 1 1997

Millington Elementary School
112 Sassafras Street·
Mllington, MD 21651

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 28554

HE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

The Faculty and staff of MIllington Elementary School In Kent County
Maryland would like you to Include us as among the supporters of the
Uniuersal Seruice discounts for schools and libraries that haue been
recommended by the dolnt Board. We belleue that It Is ultal to the
future welfare and opportunities of our students that all schools and
libraries haue affordable access to the Infonnatlon Superhighway. Our
students need deep discounts for telecommunications serulces this
year. We hope that the FCC will fully support the dolnt Boardls discount
plan for unluenal serulce for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely.
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ANDO SCHOOL

BOARD OF EDUCATION

".". E. Vandal. " ....".
Bruce 0IMn. Vice Pr.ldlnt
J8ITI" W. Iotowercl. ClrK10f

Oeyton SJeIw. Dhctor
GregCItV E. W"'IInd. DireclIOl

Sueen D«vll, Bulin...Man.,

ID:7019684418

~anbn 'ublir

APR 25'97 9:14 No.Uur r.UL

MMc M. L~dlhI, H. S. P,

Wayne DenaUlt, Etern. P,

The Honorable Susan Ness Southern SChool Dlmer No. 8
. . 418 2nd Avenu.

CommiSSIOner P.O. Box 480

Federal Communications Commiss~o. NQrth Dakota 58324-CW89

1919 M. Street, NW Room 832 lewisA.Getz,Superin18ftdent

Washington, DC 20554 701-968·4418
Fax: 701-968-4"8

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am a school secretary from the Cando Public School District #8, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opponunities. The 2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of Internct classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

In Cando, we 8.re in the process ofwiring our school for internet access. As you know,
this is a big expenditure fOT a district with 345 students K-12. The possibilities I see for
our students with Internet access is endless, but costly. Teiecommunication providers
should not capitalize on our schools or our children. Our students need deep discounts for
telecommunications service this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries. '

Sincerely

Nicole Miller
School Secretary
Cando Public School
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April 24. 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner:

Administrative Office

MAY 1 1997!

As the superintendent of Orangeburg Consolidated School District Five. I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school distrids and education consortia
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and will provide
distance-learning opportunities at a discounted rate. The school portion, $ 2.25 billion a
year I will ensure that the needs of our students, and schools are met.

Our district is currently one of the eight pilot sites funded through the South Carolina Two­
Way Video Distance Learning Project. This plan would reduce the cost of continuing this
initiative and would also enable us to expand these services and opportunities through the
savings projected.

This plan will enable us to bring those services directly to the classroom and to our
students. Those discounts on inside connections; Internet access, installation and
maintenance are essential as we plan for the upcoming fiscal budget. Your
recommendation is an important part of this process.

Our school district needs these discounts for telecommunications services 'his year. I ask
the FCC to support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service.

Sincerely.

~~-e.(L.
Walter L. Tobin
Superintendent



MONTGOMERY COUNTY SCHOOLS
P.O. BOX 315

MOUNT VERNON, GEORGIA 30445·0315

JNTGOMERY CO. ED ED

JIM PAUL POOLE, Ed.D.
SUPERINTENOENT

TEL:912-S83-4822 Rpr 25'97 11:41 No.Ou~ i.VL

Q~9&''f~

TELEPHONE
(912) 583-2740 or
(912)-'2450

FAX
(912) 583-4822

April 25, 1997

Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commission

Jim Paul Poole. Superintendent
Montgomery County Schools

BOARO MEMBERS:

MAY 1 1997



ANDO SCHOOL ID:7019684418 RPR 25'97 8:52 No.OOl P.Ol

BOARD OF EOUCATION
JanMIS E, VOftCSaI. PteUlent
Bruce oc.n, \1ot PI'ftldllni
Jemoa W. Ho-.d. DIrector
G.~" 8J11tw. Dnctor

GIwtorY e. Wettllnd. 01'.10'
SIIUI'I DavIa, ......MMager
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Mer1t M, L~dlhl, H. S. I

WayM Denaull. Elem. 1

The Honorable Susan Ness

1997MAY f

Dear Commission Ness:

Southern School DIa1ricl No.8
.'8 2nd Avenue

Commissioner P.O. Sox _

Federal Communications CommissiOtrtdo. North Dakota 58324·0489

1919 M. Street, NW R.oom 832 l8wl5 A. Getz. SU~fI!8ndent
Washington DC 20554 7D1·e..... '6

, Fal: 701-968-"'8

.Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

1 am a business manager from the Cando Public School District #8, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools wi)) have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal State Joint Board discount plan wilt
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to tbe
Internet and provide distance-leaming opportunities. TIle 2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the 1)lan will bring services directly to the
clasl'Toom where students Jearn. Your inclusion oflntemet classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomorrow.

In Cando, we are in the process ofwiring our sehoul for internet access. As you know,
this is a big expenditure for a district with 345 students K-12. The possibilities 1 see for
our students with Internet access is endless. but costly, Telecommunication providers
should not capitalize on our schools or our cbildren. OUf students need dee~ discounts for
telecommunications service tht's year. 1urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely

Susan Davis
Business Manager
Cando Public School
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:MBERS OF SOARD
,nrde Stapp, Chairman
lrkArgo
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,ilion Hanes
,(s. Marie S. Manin

FROM MORGAN CO SO OF ED 7063420505

RECEIVEt)

. :jrr ICE ?f

'MORGAN COUNTY BOARD OF EDU~ION'
SUPERINTENDENrs OFFIC~c \'i\ 33 ;d t~l

'065 East Avenue· Madison. Geor9i~~ 'J

Phone 706·342·0752
Fax 706·342·0505

1'.2

Patricia W. Stokes, Ph.D.
Supe~

Staoley W. OcJamcn. Ph.D.
Dit«:or.

Cu"iclJitltrl & InsltlJaion

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 'M S~ree~, NW, Room 844
wash~ng~on, DC 205$4

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY f 1997

As 3uperineendene of the Morgan County Schools in MaQison, Georgia, I am
sincerely appreciative of your efforts to see that school districts and
educational groups in our country can afford access to the Internet. We
are considered leaders in the use of technology in the state of Georgia,
and because of our rural locacion, ~his is an urgent issue. We do not
have wide area access without long discance charges, and that can make
use prohil:>itive.

The Telecommuni'cations Ace and the Federal-State Board decision would
make it possible for all school districts to have an opportunity to
connect our s~udenes in the classroom to the Internet. The educational
opportunities of such a move are astounding. This move is essencial to
bring our schools to the high level of expectations placed on them by
the public in a technology-laden work world.

We are in the process of installing a wide-area network among all our
schools and the local library. These discounts would make educational,
use of the Ineernee available direotly to our classrooms and eo the
general public who use our library in an affordable manner.

Without s~rious discounts, we will have to limit use of this incredible
resource. I urge the FCC to fully 5upport the Joint Board's discount
plan for universal service for schools. Thank you for your I

consideration.

Sincerely,

Patricia W. Stokes
Superintendent



McPherson Unified School District 418
514 North Mair

McPherson, Kansas 6746C
(316) 241·940C

April 22, 1997
"Uplifting Education"

Robert Shannon
Superintendent

Randall Watson
Asst. Superintendent

for Instruction

Perry McCabe
Ass!. Superintendent

for Business

John Black
Director of

Special Education

The Honorable Su~an Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997;

An Equal
Employment/Educational

On behalf of the Board of Education of McPherson USD 418, I would like to thank you fOI
your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and more importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work force c
tomorrow.

McPherson USD 418 has a plan for connecting all classrooms, labs, and offices to the
Internet through our local cable television (Multimedia Cablevision) in conjunction
with Southwestern Bell and an internet service provider. However, such services are
very expensive and the ability to maintain them in the face of other needs is often
difficult. Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year.
On behalf of the Board of Education of McPherson USD 418, I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries

Thank you.

~CY(JZ ;,
Dr. ~ccabe, Assistant Superintendent

for Business
McPherson USO 418
514 North Main
McPherson, Kansas 67460



Central Community U nit District N 00 4
Serving the Communities of Ashkum, Chebanse and Clifton. Illinois

Richard Bukowski, Ed. O.
Superintendent of Schools
155 E. Fourth Ave., Box 637
Clifton, IL 60927
Phone 815-694-2231

April 18, 1997

Jerome Pankey
Principal, Central High School

3100 N. Central High School Road
Clifton, lL 60927

Phone 815-694-2321

Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

NAY 1 1997

As an administrator, I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for schools and libraries as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last November. In
advance, I thank you for your dedication in ensuring that schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Recommended Rules allow schools and libraries significant discounts for the telecommunications and
critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all of our schools are connected to the
Internet, and other on-line resources, that are critical to live, learn and work in an increasingly information­
driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that Schools and
Libraries would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant discounts on
telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the
needs of poorer schools that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. We
emphasize that the inclusion of inside classroom connections for discounts is vital. Also, by allowing that the
inclusion telco and non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need
for diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas of the State. •

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our schools and libraries--and, ultimately--for us all,
as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please do not hesitate to call ifwe can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

Dr. Richard Bukowski
Superintendent

1 ~ .......... '..:.
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Serving the Communities of Ashkum, Chebanse and Clifton. Illinois

Richard Bukowski, Ed. D.
Superintendent of Schools
155 E. Fourth Ave., Box 637
Clifton, IL 60927
Phone 815-694-2231

April 18, 1997

Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Jerome Panke'
1.::) ... .. Principal, Central High Schoc
T1ECt::::~\IA100 N. Central High School Roal

C ~ tJ' t:n Clifton, IL 6092
NAY 1 ".", Phone 815-694-232

1997i

As a teacher, I am writing in strong support ofthe meaningful discounts for schools and libraries as envisioned
by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last November. In advance, I thank
you for your dedication in ensuring that schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Recommended Rules allow schools and libraries significant discounts for the telecommunications and
critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all ofour schools are connected to the
Internet, and other on-line resources, that are critical to live, learn and work in an increasingly information­
driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that Schools and
Libraries would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant discounts on
telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the
needs ofpoorer schools that cannot afford the internal wiririg necessary to connect with the Internet. We
emphasize that the inclusion of inside classroom connections for discounts is vital. Also, by allowing that the
inclusion telco and non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the nel
for diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas ofthe State. '

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our schools and libraries--and, ultimately--for us all,
as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please do not hesitate to call ifwe can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

&e!0L<1){/JUl~

Richard Weakley
Technology Coordinator



MOSHANNON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
R.R. 1 BOX 314

HOUTZDALE, PENNSYLVANIA 16651

JAMES J. lE80A. Ed.a
SUPIiIllNTENOINl Of SCHOOLS

JAMESOUGAN
lOAAO SlCRfTAIlV..USIHESS MAHAfilEA

April 22, 1997

Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MARSHAll J. ~NER
HIQII SCl400L PllItolC'PAl

THOMAS C. SNYDER
ELEMEHW»' 'llINCIP.-&.

I am writing in reference to the FCC Federal State Joint Boards recommendation to provide
important discounts to educational institutions for'all telecommunications connections within the
classrooms ofour schools.

As Superintendent of the Moshannon Valley School District, I can assure you that w~ are
committed to providing our students with every possible opportunity to benefit from recent and
ongoing technological developments. However, as a rural school district in an economically
impoverished area, we simply cannot afford costs associated with the expansion of such
opportunities to all ofour students. The discounts offered in the Joint Boards recommendations
are essential to our efforts to provide rural students with the same equal opportunity as that
available in wealthier school districts.

I encourage you to support the Joint Boards recommendation and provide schools like
Moshannon Valley with much needed discounts for services and/or internal connections essential
to continued growth and expansion of these wonderful technological opportunities.

Thank you for considering my views.

Sincerely,

1:
SHANNjrnVALLF;Y SCHOOL DISTRICT

v~J< ~ '[JiPJ'L
JmnesJ.Lebda,Ed.D.
Superintendent
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&hool District

MAY 1

AN EQUAl 0I'PCllmH1Y ENI'lO'teR

Administrative Office
366 South IIIIbt AwnuI
Mount Joy, PI' 17552-27011

717653-1447. Fax 717 653-408S

I am the Business Manager ofthe Donegal School District, and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

Dear Commissioner Ness:

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

April 23, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

As the Business Manager ofthe district, I am a part ofour organization's attempts to maintain a
balanced budget that does not burden the local taxpayers while delivering a quality educational
service to the local community.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance­
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and
importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce oftomorrow.

The discounts that we would receive would enable us to provide Internet access to all our students
and members ofour educational community. These discounts would also allow us to divert our
diminishing monetary resources to the attention ofour facilities and infrastructure that house our
students and equipment.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Harmony Union School District
'" " P.O. Box 279
:. .. ,i:-, 4008 Bohemian Highway

~M..":'.' . Occidental, California 95465
.- . .: (707) 823-6220

. Fax (707) 823·8224

SuperintendentIPrincipal
Harmony Elementary School

Rick Brewer

I am writing to you in regards to the federal ''E-Rate'' Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally elected school board member from Harmony Union School
District, and I would like to express my strong support for this program and the
proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the
ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the
greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan
is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the inclusion of
discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this
program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you
and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint
Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

April 22, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997

Principal
Salmon Creek Middle School

Lauren Leach

Business Manager
Regina Calvi

Board of Trustees
John Daly

Victoria Johnston
Cindy Madill
Bruce McCann
Mary Szecsey

. ':: ~......' , ',;
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Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely, .
I~~
C:d~-.
Board President
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Harmony Elementary School- P.O. Box 279 - 4008 Bohemian Highway - Occidental, Califomia 95465 - (707) 823-6133 or 874-3627
Salmon Creek Middle School- 1935 Bohemian Highway -Occidental, California 95465 - (707) 874-1205



EI Segundo 'Jnified School District
641 SHELDON STREE:T • EL SEGUNDO, CALIFORNIA 90245

(310) 615-2650 • FAX (310) 640-8272

SUPERINTENDENT

WILLIAM N. MANAHAN, Ed. D.

April 21, 1997

MAY 1 1997,
The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 "M" Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

BOARD OF EDUCATION

CHRISTINE M. SHERRILL
President

CHRIS J. POWELL
Vice President

MARGARET D. ECHEVARRIA
Clerk

RICHARD A. CROXALL
Member

KENNETH N. SCHOFIELD
Member

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program.
As the Superintendent of Schools of the EI Segundo Unified School District, I would like to
express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the 'Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and, more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to
the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor
should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this
program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
Commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approvc;_ the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schoolAnd
l'b . I"'--.}1 ranes. . (~.,,

Sincerely yours,
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William N. Manahan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

AfAY f 1997,

I am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company's Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of wiring, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy
wOrkstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. .~

• ':lQ

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~d!Itv &~v(l--
Vidda Brough, Principal
Burnett Elementary School
5403 W. 138lh Street
Hawthorne, CA 90250
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The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997,

I am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company's Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of wiring, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy
workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

~~
~te Loob, Principal
Dana Middle School
13500 Aviation Blvd.
Hawthorne, CA 90250



The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997

I am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company's Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of Wiring, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy
workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~om~dpal
Cabrillo Elementary School
5309 W. 1351h Street
Hawthorne, CA 90250



The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

'""

1991

I am a school principal from Wisebum School District in Hawthorne, CA, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Intemet and provide distance-Ieaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wisebum Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company's Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of wiring, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy
workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

~~
Helen Bell
Principal, Anza Elementary School
5234 W. 120th Street
Hawthorne, CA 90250



II:.L No.

H
COMMUNITY

MEMORIAl.. HOSPITAL

SENT BY FAX. 20Z-4 I8-2100

ArriI2~, 1997

P.O. Box 280. '20 5th Avenue' Tume Lake, North Dakota S8575· (701)'1>18-2331

Conunissioncr Susan Negs
F~clliJ Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Suite 832
Washington, DC 2055"1

Dear Ms. Ness:

I om writing in regards to the .FCC·~ upcoming vote com;eming the "universal policy" on the Telecouulluniclltion!>
Act of 1996. Community Memorial Hospital has had a Tclen\edicinc Program in place for nearly '). yPJlr~ with St.
Alexius Medical Center lotated in Bismarck, rID which is approxirtU\tely 60 miles from Ollf IO('.lt1 community of
Turtle Lake. Our rre~nt costS for Te1emedicillc lines arc $1)100 monthly to ma;ntain thi~ ~erv1ce to our tocal
patients. Our tacility wants to maintain qUlility medical services to our local conununities.

Telemedkine is a vital tool in miling vital patient assessments, physician education, and referral patterns thruuKh
nlTal ho~pita1s. We wish to conlinue those services to our patients. However, ifthe co~t to provide the T~lcl1ledicim:

rro!:.fJ'ams to a rural area cOlllinue to be this e"pensive, there is little if any bEmefit to the rural hospiuds to continue
these services. All we ask js to be on an even playing field with the urhlln communities.

1 encouni~t you to support subsidies to the rural hospital~ ~chools. and libraries aud make our country moro
"communication friendly" o.s you vote on the "univer~lll !'ervice" policy on tht: Telecol1'Ullunieation$ Act of 1996.

Thank you for your support!

~i~~4_
~ :u.' -.

Dale Arnan
Administrator
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NEW CASTLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
420 Fern Street

New Castle, PA 16101-2640

Telephone: (412) 656-4771
Fax (412) 656-4786

Marie L. Pisano
Board Secretary-Business Manager

Joseph A. Martin, Jr.
Superintendent of Schools

April 17, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: a:; Docket I'b 9 6 - 4 5

Dear Commissioner Ness: :

MAY 1 1997

I am a Board Member from the New Castle Area School District in Pennsylvania and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

With this discount, we would be able to purchase new adoptions of textbooks which have
repeatedly been cut from our local bUdget. Western Pennsylvania has been extremely hard hit
and our school has lost $13,000,000 of tax base in the last ten years and we rank ninth in the
Commonwealth for local tax effort.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools'and IiQraries.

Thank you.

~7reIY,

1?&JJt;z/~
Mr. Paul Malley
Board Member

An Equal Opportunity Employer


